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BIOGRAPHIES 
              
Howard Koh, MD, MPH, Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
 

Dr. Howard K. Koh serves as the 14th Assistant Secretary for Health for the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), after being nominated by 
President Barack Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 2009.  Dr. Koh 
oversees 12 core public health offices, including the Office of the Surgeon 
General and the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, 10 Regional 
Health Offices across the nation, and 10 Presidential and Secretarial advisory 
committees. He also serves as senior public health advisor to the Secretary. The 
Office of Assistant Secretary for Health implements an array of interdisciplinary 
programs relating to disease prevention, health promotion, the reduction of 
health disparities, women’s and minority health, adolescent health, HIV/AIDS 
and chronic infectious diseases, vaccine programs, fitness, sports and nutrition, 
bioethics, population affairs, blood supply, research integrity and human 

research protections. As the Assistant Secretary for Health, Dr. Koh is dedicated to the mission of 
creating better public health systems for prevention and care so that all people can reach their highest 
attainable standard of health. 

Dr. Koh previously served as the Harvey V. Fineberg Professor of the Practice of Public Health and 
Associate Dean for Public Health Practice at the Harvard School of Public Health. He was also Director of 
the Harvard School of Public Health Center for Public Health Preparedness. He has published more than 
250 articles in the medical and public health literature in areas such as disparities, cancer control, 
melanoma and skin oncology, tobacco control, public health preparedness, health literacy, health 
reform, disease prevention and health promotion, and public health leadership.   

Dr. Koh served as Commissioner of Public Health for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (1997-2003) 
after being appointed by Governor William Weld. As Commissioner, Dr. Koh led the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, which included a wide range of health services, four hospitals, and a staff 
of more than 3,000 professionals. In this capacity, he emphasized the power of prevention and 
strengthened the state’s commitment to eliminating health disparities. During his service, the state saw 
advances in areas such as tobacco control, cancer screening, bioterrorism response after 9/11 and 
anthrax, health issues of the homeless, newborn screening, organ donation, suicide prevention and 
international public health partnerships. 

Dr. Koh graduated from Yale College, where he was President of the Yale Glee Club, and the Yale 
University School of Medicine. He completed postgraduate training at Boston City Hospital and 
Massachusetts General Hospital, serving as chief resident in both hospitals. He has earned board 
certification in four medical fields: internal medicine, hematology, medical oncology, and dermatology, 
as well as a Master of Public Health degree from Boston University.  At Boston University Schools of 
Medicine and Public Health, he was Professor of Dermatology, Medicine and Public Health, as well as 
Director of Cancer Prevention and Control. 

He has earned numerous awards and honors for interdisciplinary accomplishments in medicine and 
public health, including the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Award for National Service, 
the Distinguished Service Award from the American Cancer Society, and the Drs. Jack E. White/LaSalle D. 
Leffall Cancer Prevention Award from the American Association for Cancer Research and the 
Intercultural Cancer Council. He is an elected member of the Institute of Medicine of the National 
Academies. President Bill Clinton appointed Dr. Koh as a member of the National Cancer Advisory Board 
(2000-2002). A past Chair of the Massachusetts Coalition for a Healthy Future (the group that pushed for 
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the Commonwealth’s groundbreaking tobacco control initiative), Dr. Koh was named by the New 
England Division of the American Cancer Society as “one of the most influential persons in the fight 
against tobacco during the last 25 years.” He has also received the 2012 Champion Award from the 
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, the “Hero of Epilepsy” Award from the Epilepsy Foundation, and the 
Baruch S. Blumberg Prize from the Hepatitis B Foundation.  He was named to the K100 (the 100 leading 
Korean Americans in the first century of Korean immigration to the United States), and has received the 
Boston University Distinguished Alumnus Award, as well as two honorary degrees. He has the distinction 
of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch on two different occasions: at Nationals Park in Washington 
DC on behalf of the Department of Health and Human Services (2011), and at Fenway Park when he was 
designated a “Medical All Star” by the Boston Red Sox (2003) in recognition of his national contributions 
to the field of early detection and prevention of melanoma. 

              

Annie Lewis-O’Connor, PhD, NP-BC, MPH, Chair, National Health Collaborative on Violence and Abuse 

Dr. Annie Lewis-O’Connor is a Board Certified Nurse Practitioner. She is the 
Founder and Director of the Women’s CARE Clinic (Coordinated Approach 
Recovery & Empowerment) which provides patient informed health care to 
women who have been intentionally harmed. She holds Faculty Appointments at 
Harvard Medical School and Boston College. Dr. O’Connor is published in peer-
reviewed journals and academic books on the topic of violence against women 
and children. She is currently the PI on a National Institute of Justice Grant 
addressing Domestic Violence Homicide and Risk Reduction. Annie is currently 
the Chair of the National Health Collaborative on Violence and Abuse.  In 2012 
she was recognized by the Boston Business Journal as a Champion in Health Care.  

She received her Masters in Nursing from Simmons College in Boston, her Masters in Public Health from 
Boston University and her PhD from Boston College.  

              

Brigid McCaw, MD, MPH, MS, FACP, Medical Director, Family Violence Prevention Program, Kaiser 

Permanente - Northern California 

Dr. Brigid McCaw is the Medical Director for the Family Violence Prevention 

Program for Kaiser Permanente (KP) Northern California and oversees the 

implementation of a comprehensive, coordinated approach for improving 

identification and services for intimate partner violence (IPV) across all the KP 

regions. She also participates in teaching and research.  

She received her MS from the UCB-UCSF Joint Medical Program, MPH from the 

UCB School of Public Health, MD from UCSF, and Internal Medicine residency at 

UC Davis. She is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians and serves on the 

IOM Forum on Global Violence Prevention. 
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Nadine Burke Harris, MD, MPH, FAAP, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Center for Youth Wellness 
 

Dr. Nadine Burke Harris is the founding physician and former Medical Director of 
the CPMC Bayview Child Health Center. She has earned international attention 
for her innovative approach to addressing adverse childhood experiences as a 
risk factor for adult disease such as heart disease and cancer. A recent profile in 
The New Yorker magazine described Dr. Burke Harris’ methodology as “rooted in 
science, but it goes beyond the typical boundaries of medicine.  In the view of 
Burke and the researchers she has been following, many of the problems that we 
think of as social issues – and therefore the province of economists and 
sociologists – might be better addressed on the molecular level.  If these 

researchers are right, it could be time to reassess the relationship between poverty, child development, 
and health and the Bayview clinic may turn out to be a place where a new kind of pediatric medicine is 
taking its first tentative steps.” 
 
Dr. Burke Harris has recently embarked on a new project to create the Center for Youth Wellness, a 
comprehensive health and wellness center that integrates medical, mental health, holistic and social 
services for an evidence-based approach to improving the health and well-being of urban children and 
youth. Her areas of interest are in health disparities, child trauma, nutrition and asthma. Particularly, her 
focus is serving communities where issues of poverty and race present challenges to conventional 
healthcare and education. She also maintains her clinical practice at the CPMC Bayview Child Health 
Center. 
              
 
Denise Dowd, MD, MPH, PEM, Professor of Pediatrics, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Medicine; Children’s Mercy Hospital  
 

Dr. Denise Dowd is an attending physician in the emergency department of the 
Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri and is Director of Research 
for the Division of Emergency and Urgent Care there. She is professor of 
Pediatrics at the University of Missouri-Kansas City and adjunct Professor at the 
University of Kansas. She is chair of leadership team for the American Academy 
of Pediatrics/Department of Justice sponsored project, Medical Homes for 
Children Exposed to Violence and is a primary author for the AAP’s firearm 
injury prevention policy statement.  
 
Dr. Dowd has practiced in critical care hospital settings for over 30 years, 
starting as a nurse in urban Detroit. She has been in her current position for 17 
years and her contributions to injury prevention research, education and child 

advocacy have spanned 25 years. She has received numerous honors including Mayor’s declarations 
from the cities of Cincinnati and Kansas City, Missouri Communicator of the Year Award, and the 
Michael Shannon Humanitarian Award. She has been active volunteer for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics for many years, serving on numerous projects and committees as well as representing the 
Academy in Congressional testimony.  
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Dr. Dowd’s academic interest focus on injury and violence prevention as well as the emergency care of 
children. She has specific interest on the impact of adversity on child health, social determinants of 
health and resiliency development. Her advocacy activities have included leadership on several hospital 
and community based projects in the urban core including mentorship programs, injury surveillance, 
firearm injury prevention education, intimate partner violence assessment/intervention and youth 
violence. She continues as an active clinician, teacher, investigator, and child advocate at the Children’s 
Mercy Hospital as well as a community volunteer. She strives to knock down silos and bridge the 
academic and ‘real world’ divide, real or perceived.  
              
 
Kiersten Stewart, MA, Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, Futures Without Violence 

Kiersten Stewart is the Director of Public Policy and Advocacy for Futures 
Without Violence, where she advocates on behalf of abused women and their 
families and works to prevent violence in our homes and around the world. 
Prior to joining the Futures Washington D.C. office, she was the Chief of Staff to 
U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY), handling his legislative work around women’s 
issues, HIV/AIDS, civil rights, immigration and poverty; and managing his 
successful 1998 campaign. 

Stewart also has national nonprofit experience working previously as the 
Washington D.C. press officer for the Planned Parenthood Federation of 

America and serving as a fellow with National Public Radio to craft their election coverage standards and 
style guide. 
 
Stewart has a Master’s Degree from the University of Pennsylvania and received her Bachelor’s degree 
from Northwestern University. 
 


